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Living the D.R.EA.M. with Christ
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and future.” Jeremiah 29:11

D – Develop = People, ministers, and facilities to serve 	the needs of the community.
R – Reach = World Missions, US Missions, and 	Community Outreach. Reach the People 	where they are with the love of Christ.
E – Equip = Believers with the knowledge of God to 	establish them in a relationship with Christ.
A – Anoint = Holy Spirit lead spontaneous worship 	that glorifies God and draws people to Him.
M – Mobilize = The Church to exercise their gifts in 	ministry outreach and missions.

American Grit
Chapter 1
By Pastor Bob
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Welcome Linda Tromley, new contributor.
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	And an editorial for 2024
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I have heard and read many articles about what to expect from the new year. So many that you may be tired of the topic. Here I am going to boil down what I have read and what the Lord is saying to me.
The year 2024 and the year 5784 in the Jewish calendar, began in September 2023 on our calendar, are significant. First, they both end in the letter/ number 4. In Hebrew the letter/number is Dalet, it means door or gate.  [image: A blue symbol with a white background

Description automatically generated]The number 8 is new beginnings. For some it will be a year they first open the door that is Jesus. John 10:9 “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” 
The 5784th verse is Deut. 32:25 “In the street the sword will make them childless, in their home terror will reign. The young men and the young women will perish, the infants and those with gray hair.” Sadly, and amazingly, this is a vivid description of what occurred on Oct. 7th, less than a month into their year, 5784.
In Revelation 1:17-18 we read “And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me saying to me, ‘Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” 
God is Good and He is in control. Whatever happens this year seek Him and Do not be afraid. If you do not know Him, seek Him and you will find Him. AJ First is a good place to begin, we will help you along your way to a life more abundant, peace and hope that only comes from knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior.
Goodbye 2023, all those challenges, good and bad are behind us. Now we enter 2024. I started seeing the number 24 a lot. I guess it is like buying a car, suddenly you see the same model all over the place. 
I was watching YouTube and Pastor Troy Brewer was talking about numbers that preach.  24 offers a glimpse of the completeness of God’s divine order. There are 24 hours in a day, 24,000 miles around the earth, 24 time zones, the star numbered 24 is the closest star to Polaris, the North Star. 		     
Pastor Dallas taught about the constellations, he points out “All the stories, all the constellations and all the drama circle one star – Polaris, known as the North Star. If you can’t find any other star, you MUST be able to find the North Star. It’s the star that gladdens the heart of every lost traveler…If you learn how to see the North Star, you will never be lost again, and there will always be in your darkness…  It’s all about King Jesus on the throne waiting to bring His lost sheep home That’s why all the other stars circle Polaris.” Star 24 is the closest to Polaris, King Jesus, who said I am the way, the truth and the life.	 May this year find us close to King Jesus.
 A word of caution, you can make anything sound true with numbers. You cannot read into this more than is proven in scripture. But that does not mean that numbers are not important. “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing (accurately handling) the word of truth.’ 2 Timothy 2:14-15 
The number 24 is found in many places throughout the Bible. There are 24 elders seated on 24 thrones around the Throne of King Jesus, 12 from the tribes of Israel and 12 disciples, in Revelation 4.  12 is perfect government x 2 made manifest. (obvious, clear, evident; display, demonstrate, reveal) The gospels record 24 miracles by Jesus, 16 are healings (16 is God’s love) 24 speaks to the priesthood. 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”
The word dunamis from this Greek word we get our word, dynamite. One of my favorite passages about the power of God is in 2 Kings 13:20 reveals the power of God in Elisha. “Elisha died, and they placed him in a burial cave…so they threw the man’s body (from the raiding party), into Elisha’s burial cave; and the moment the (dead) man touched the bones of Elisha, he revived and stood on his feet.”  This word Dunamis is used 120 times in the Bible (5x24) . Rom 8:11 “The same power that raised Christ from the dead is living in you.”
Attacks of the mind, stinking thinking, depression, thoughts of unworthiness, harboring anger or unforgiveness and other things; attacks in your body, illnesses, aging, injuries, old and new; attacks on your budget, your finances; attacks in your families emotional and physical. We may not be at war with flesh and blood, but we still deal with the physical corrupt world and bodies (for now) Ephesians 6:12  AMP “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, (nor spouses, family, other church members, the Pastors all these should be allies not opposition) but against the rulers, against the powers , against the world forces of this (present) darkness, against spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly (supernatural) places.”
I have been studying the parable of the 10 virgins, 5 were prepared, 5 were not and ran out of oil for their lamps. Why were they caught unprepared? It doesn’t say, it says they went to buy more and showed up late for the party. As I chew on this, I am thinking that something had distracted them from what was important. Something in their life was more important or maybe more urgent. 
We do not want to be late for the party, the wedding feast of the lamb of God and the church.

“Be prepared. You’re up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it’s all over…you’ll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You’ll need them throughout your life. God’s Word is an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other’s spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out.” Ephesian 6:13-18 MSG
Recognize we are at war, anyway you can be distracted, anyway you can be divided, anything that will eat away your time, anything that eat away at your attention. This is the battleground. This battle is over addictions, unhealthy habits, desires, pass time on the computer, like Facebook, pornography, video games and the list goes on. Ephesians 5:11-16 “Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren pursuits of darkness. Expose these things for the sham they are. It’s a scandal when people waste their lives on things they must do in the darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover off those frauds and see how attractive they look in the light of Christ.”
Psalm 84:10 NKJV reads “For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. The Passion translation reads “For just one day of intimacy with you is like a thousand days of joy rolled into one! I’d rather stand at the threshold in front of the Gate Beautiful, ready to go in and worship my God, than to live my life without you in the most beautiful palace of the wicked.” 
Passion 2024 has a video on YouTube of the last night of their event in Atlanta, GA. A full Atlanta Braves stadium or 6o.ooo youth 18-25 years old worshipping God. What a way to begin the year. I pray that as they go their way they will spread 60,000 fires throughout their world.
We need “doorkeepers”, volunteers, those who will serve in the nursery, as a greeter or usher, singers, 4 new YAHs committee members, and of course I am always looking for people who want to share a word from the Lord, a praise or testimony, you do not need to be a writer, I will help you. What are your gifts? Gifts are given to be shared with others. 
It is not about trying. It is about relying, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit. Zechariah 4:6 Then he said to me, “This [continuous supply of oil] is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel [prince of Judah], saying, ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit [of whom the oil is a symbol],’ says the LORD of hosts.
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American grit 
Pastor Bob
Where it all began
The dream of America started in a land far away called England by a people that were being oppressed by a system of hierarchy. (Hierarchy a system or organization in which groups of people are ranked one above the other according to status or authority)
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Description automatically generated]The hierarchy that was alive at the time of the Pilgrim voyage was biased by religious beliefs.  These people journeyed from their mother country across a vast ocean to a land they knew nothing about. It was a tough journey. It was a journey of hope. 
When these brave and hopeful people landed at a place called Plymouth Rock, they were met by a friendly people, the Native Americans. The first person was Samoset who was an Abenaki Sagamore and the first American Indian to make contact with the Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony in New England.
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Description automatically generated]Samoset was first Native American to make contact with the Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony1. He greeted the colonists on March 16, 1621, by walking into Plymouth Colony and greeting them in English, saying "Welcome,Englishmen"12. Squanto was also among the Native Americans who greeted the colonists, and he greeted them in English as well3.
The Pilgrims landed during the winter months, and many died from the cold and the lack of food. The Indians taught the pilgrims how to hunt and farm. After the first wave of Pilgrims began to become self-sufficient and were joined by others from the mother country, they did not need the help of the people that had taught them how to exist in this new and harsh country. They began to expand their territory at the expense of those that had lived there for many years. This caused friction between the two factions and the Pilgrims ran the Indian tribe from their land. The pilgrims had become oppressors of hierarchy to the Indians. 
This hierarchy continued as more and more people came to the new world. This system grew into slave trade and slaves were bought to be used by landowners as domestic help within the mansions that were built and the fields that were planted and harvested.
It took a civil war to end this tradition. Well at least for a short period of time. We will look at this next time.
We can liken this transition to the people of the Exodus. These people wanted freedom from their enslavement by the Egyptians, but once free they were not satisfied and grumbled and complained. No matter how much God did for them the less satisfied they were. It was so bad that God struck all who had left Egypt dead, and only those that had no knowledge of  their heritage in Egypt made it to the Promised Land (the new land).
You like me are probably wondering how Squanto and Samoset knew English?
Squanto
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Description automatically generated]Squanto was a Patuxet Native American most famous for helping the pilgrims during their first winter at Plymouth in the New World. Also known as Tisquantum, Squanto was born in approximately 1580 in Massachusetts near Plymouth. In 1605 Squanto was captured by Captain George Weymouth who took him to England, where he learned English. Squanto returned to America with John Smith in 1614. Thomas Hunt, an English explorer, kidnapped him in 1614 and sold him as a slave in Spain. By 1619 Squanto had escaped and returned to America. In the early 1620s he served as both a guide and interpreter for the pilgrims at Plymouth. Squanto died in Chatham, Massachusetts, in approximately November 1622.
Samoset
Samoset was a sagamore, or subordinate chief, of an Eastern Abenaki tribe that resided in Maine. An English fishing camp had been established in the Gulf of Maine, where Samoset learned some English from fishermen who came to fish off Mohegan Island.
Pastor Bob
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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“The word of God is living and powerful and sharper 
than any two-edged sword. Hebrews 4:12

A Challenge for the New Year
scripture from KJV
by Fran Barbano

The burden on my heart today is our relationship with the Lord. Do we have a relationship with Him or do we know we are able to have a relationship with Him? Reflecting on these things, my prayer is that each of us has recommitted our life to Christ for this New Year. This year will be full of challenges, trials, tribulations and, most importantly, victory in our walk with our Savior, Jesus Christ. Yes, we will endure difficult times. But God is with us.

In these days when terrorism is global and madmen have chemical, biological and nuclear weapons, and are planning a one world government, with ‘the mark’ to be given in order to buy or sell, there is an urgency to proclaim the good news while we have the opportunity. One day, our chances to reach the unsaved will be gone and multitudes will be lost, including those in our own family. 

Have we given ourselves anew to Christ so that He might work through us more powerfully this year? So often I am reminded of our role as Christians and our work for these end times. Proclaiming the Gospel, the “Good News” is a primary objective and generally speaking, we fail miserably at proclaiming the victory that Christ brings into our life. In addition, we are to be His hands and His feet. While He will work through us, we must go out and do the thing that needs doing, led by His Holy Spirit. In other words, we must be about our Father’s business.
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Authority

As for authority remember that God the Father has given all authority in heaven and earth to His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. In turn, Jesus has given us authority in His Name. In other words, He has given us “power of attorney” to act on His behalf. Mark 16:15-20 states, “And he [Jesus] said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them that believe; in My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.”  

Witnessing — a Thin Line

It is important for us to remember that when we witness to others, that we understand that there is a thin line between witnessing and badgering. We cannot convict anyone of sin. That is the Holy Spirit’s job and it’s best left up to Him. We are all sinners and before we came to Christ our life was a shambles and we were also continually living in sin. Romans 3:23 says, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. We are not to judge others. We are warned in Matthew 7:1, Judge not lest ye also be judged. Even as Christians we sin every day, even though we don’t want to. See Romans chapter 7.  If, we as Christians, aren’t expressing the love of Christ in our lives on a daily basis, how can others who know us believe what we say when we witness to them? God forbid that we should be Christians whose walk is mirrored in the phrase “do as I say, not as I do.” We are to be examples to the world. Let us be worthy of the high calling of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


Is Our Light Shining?

If we claim we have a relationship with Christ, but are not shining His light everywhere we go, something is wrong with our Christian walk. John 8:12 says, “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” Also, Ephesians 5:8 states, “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:” Before we are too quick to condemn others who are living a sin-filled life, perhaps we should make an effort to love them as Christ loves them. In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 

My challenge for each of us this year is that we make a total commitment to Christ. Yes, that means we must give up our will and our ways and follow Him. What does it mean to “follow Him”? It means that we walk as children of light. It means taking a stand for God and going to church so that we can learn about Him and have fellowship with one another. It means reading our Bible each day and growing in our faith. It means that the sinful things that we harbor in our life must go. 

Sound hard? Actually, the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who teaches us all things, helps us to accomplish this. Jesus, through His Holy Spirit, “cleans up our act” so to speak, and leads the way. We can’t do this without Him and without willingness to give up our own selfish will. It means denying self.

Jesus told us to count the cost. But while we count the cost, let us not forget His benefits. A total commitment to Christ has more rewards than I could possibly list, and more than I can ever know this side of heaven. A renewed, fulfilling relationship with Him is just the beginning. To hear His voice while reading the Bible, while praising or worshiping Him, or listening to Christian music, or on those occasions when we are waiting on Him and He speaks to us has more rewards than we can imagine. 

To know that we know that we know that He hears our prayers, and answers in His time, not ours; that He loves each and every one of us as if there were only one of us; to know that He took our sin, our sickness, and our chastisement when He died for the sins of the world so that we could choose life and that we could be healed of our illnesses (see Psalm 103:2-3), is astonishing. To know that He loves us always and unconditionally, is beyond us. We cannot fathom it. To know that Jesus Christ—Emmanuel—means God with us, and that He loves us—how awesome is that? 

The Amplified Bible says we have “unmerited favor and grace,” and it is so. Nothing we have ever done could make Him love us any less and nothing we could ever do could make Him love us anymore. He loves us, unconditionally. We cannot understand this kind of unconditional love because in our finite states, we are incapable of loving unconditionally. We might think we love our children or our spouse unconditionally, but our love pales in comparison to the love that our great and awesome God has for us.

The Challenge

This is a challenge to “sell out” to the Lord this year. Can we give Him our life, our love, our all. We will never regret the decision if we do. When we are “sold out” to Him, He becomes first in our life and we become more useable vessels in His hands. When every decision we make depends on what He thinks, our lives will change for the better and we, as His followers, will be better able to impact those around us. We will learn to pray as He would have us pray. His Holy Spirit may bless us with spiritual gifts we don’t currently have. One thing I am certain of is that in my own walk with Him, the more I have of Him in my life, the more of Him I want in my life. There comes a time when “suddenly” in our walk, we want only to serve Him, honor Him, praise Him, worship Him, please Him, and do that which brings glory to His holy name. And that, dear ones, is my prayer for each of us in this new year. My prayer remains, ‘Lord help me to be what You see in me.’ 
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10/15/17 					Baby Shoes 		by  Linda Trombley
The other night I was mulling over all the things that was giving me challenges this week. I was praying and being very serious about it all. I wanted God to know these things needed his attention. 
Before I retired that evening, my granddaughter sent out a picture of 5 pairs of baby shoes that she has for her baby that is due in December. 2 pairs of boots, 2 pairs of tennis shoes and some house-shoes. The shoes are all newborn size. I am sure the baby will not be walking before he will outgrow them. He will not need 5 pairs of shoes. My granddaughter loves shoes, and she is dreaming of when her little one gets here! I am dreaming with her. I not only smiled, I was laughing of the joy they represented. 
Something good happened to me, I forgot all about the challenges that I had been talking to God about. I woke up in the night and the shoes came to my mind. I started laughing again thinking of the happiness this little one is bringing to our family.
I thought to myself, that is what God wants us to do when we give our problems to him. He is going to take care of them. He doesn’t want us to stew over them, but to enjoy the life he gave us. I don’t need be anxious about my problems, but trust God who wants to fill my heart with laughter and gives me joy. 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
Psalm 126:2 ESV 
Epilogue: December, 2023 ---Stars 
This week, my great grandson turns 6. How quickly the years flew by. Today, we celebrated with him. His Mom has been teaching him about the stars in the heavens and their names. He was given a birthday gift of a telescope to look at the stars more closely by his mom and dad. He was so excited, every other gift he received paled in comparison. My goodness, I still ask the question, what gives us joy? God who created the stars and an inquisitee mind of a young child to know more about God’s created things in the heaven and on earth. The next night, he woke his mom up at 1 AM to go look at the heavens. With a New Year upon the horizon, 2024, I pray that I will look at what God has done for us just giving us light for the day and the moon at night and a million stars to look at! I hope you, like me, will have a new or fresh perspective on who our God is. Let’s trust Him, – and continue to turn our cares over to Him in every challenge we face, every single day! God has all that is on earth and under the heavens in full control.
 He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by name. 5 Great is our Lord, and mighty in power; His understanding is infinite.” Psalm 147:4-5 NKJV

***************************************************************
Bible Crossword II - Solution

Across: 8 Ritual, 9 Urn, 10 Urge, 
11 Intercedes, 12 Pool, 13 Gehazi, 
16 Wanderer, 17 Recount, 18 Incense, 
22 Separate, 25 Potter, 26 Body, 
27 Overthrown, 30 Kiss, 31 Net, 
32 Locust. 
Down: 1 Lion, 2 Jude, 3 Election, 
4 Sundown, 5 Unison, 6 Supplement, 
7 Ignore, 14 Eye, 15 Apocalypse, 
19 Naphtali, 20 See, 21 Repents, 
23 Elohim, 24 Adorns, 28 Raca, 
29 Wash. 
Bible Crossword by BiblePuzzles.org.uk
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